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EAST KIMBERLEY YOUTH JUSTICE SERVICE 

Statement 
HON WENDY DUNCAN (Mining and Pastoral — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.20 pm]: I promise I will 
not keep members up too late. I report that last week I was in Kununurra and had the privilege of launching the 
East Kimberley Youth Justice Service, which is a very significant investment of royalties for regions funding 
into the Kimberley and Pilbara. Nearly $44 million is being invested into recruiting youth justice officers into 
Kununurra, Halls Creek, Wyndham, Broome, Fitzroy Crossing, Derby, South Hedland, Roebourne and Newman. 
This service has been launched in the East Kimberley, where I was, and involves government agencies and 
police working with non-government agencies to address the causes of youth offending to get young people re-
engaged in education and training, to encourage young people to repay the community for the crimes they have 
committed, and, ultimately, to prevent young people from offending.  

This service has several aspects. The youth and family support service now gives the police the confidence to 
issue cautions to young people rather than be faced with the option of putting them into the lockup or sending 
them to the remand centre. They can issue a caution confident in the knowledge that there will be a youth justice 
officer there to follow up that young person and their family in order to prevent them having any further 
involvement in relation to the law. There is also the bail options program under which young people will be 
placed into the care of a local family or supervised accommodation. There is an expanded juvenile justice team 
in the Kimberley to provide a full service for these young people, and also an additional psychologist. There is 
certainly conclusive evidence that young people who are engaged in education and training or who have a job 
are far less likely to become involved with the law. This program is really a huge change in providing services 
that are so sorely needed in the Kimberley and the Pilbara.  

I remember Hon Jon Ford commenting in his reply to the budget speech that royalties for regions needs to focus 
on more than just infrastructure and it should also provide services in these areas. I really am pleased to be able 
to cite this example of royalties for regions providing a much-needed service in regional Western Australia.  

Interestingly, when I was up there and I was talking to some of the government officers afterwards, one of them 
came up to me and said, “I would never have done this before, but can you please tell your government, and 
Minister Grylls and Minister Redman, that royalties for regions is awesome. We know what needs to be done up 
here, but we have never had the resources.” That is really gratifying, and I am really looking forward to seeing 
the outcomes of this increased staffing. There are an extra 20 officers going into the East Kimberley, 20 into the 
West Kimberley and some are going into the Pilbara. The other really interesting thing is that in the East 
Kimberley, 17 of the 20 positions, that is 82 per cent, are locally sourced people and 41 per cent of them are 
Aboriginal. Of the 20 positions in the West Kimberley, 58 per cent of them are Aboriginal people. It is a very 
exciting program. It is a very difficult area for our government officers to work in, and this royalties for regions 
funding has certainly given them the opportunity to provide the level of service that is required to make a 
difference in our communities there. Police officers were present at the launch and they also said that it has made 
their life much easier.  

In addition, royalties for regions funding is going into considerably improved regional allowances for our 
government officers in the northern part of Western Australia, with many of them receiving a pay rise of more 
than $10 000 a year. There are 400 new government officer houses going into the regions. I am really proud to 
be associated with our government when I see these services being rolled out.  

The PRESIDENT: Just before we adjourn, I remind members to fill out their census forms. 

House adjourned at 10.25 pm 
__________ 

 


